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The congressionally mandated National Commission on the Future of the U.S. Army today named retired Army General Carter Ham as its Chairperson and former Assistant Secretary of the Army for Manpower and Reserve Affairs Thomas Lamont as the Vice Chair. 
Gen. Ham, currently an advisor at Jefferson Waterman International, was most recently Commander of U.S. Africa Command where he led all U.S. military activities across the continent. Secretary Lamont, who was Assistant Secretary from 2009 to 2013, also served as an attorney in private practice and as the State Staff Judge Advocate General for the Illinois Army National Guard.
The commission was formed by the 2015 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) and will undertake a comprehensive study on the organizational structure of the Army. The duties of the commission include studying the structure and size of the army, determining the proper force mixture of the active and reserve components, and conducting policy analysis to document how policies effect mission requirements. The findings of the panel will be presented to the President and to Congressional defense committees no later than February 1, 2016.
The commission is composed of eight appointed members, including the Chairperson and Vice Chair. In line with NDAA Title XVII mandate, four members were appointed by the President, and the other four by the individual Chairmen and Ranking Members of the Committee on Armed Services of the Senate and the Committee on Armed Services of the House of Representatives. 
In addition to Gen. Ham and Secretary Lamont, appointees to the commission are listed below in alphabetical order: 
Retired Sergeant Major of the Army Raymond Chandler. SMA Chandler served in every key enlisted position from combat armor units to being the most senior enlisted member of the Army from 2011 to 2015.
Retired Army General Larry Ellis, President and CEO of VetConnexx. GEN Ellis (Ret) served in a number of command and leadership positions in the United States, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Germany, South Korea and Vietnam and commanded Army Forces Command from 2001 to 2004.
The Honorable Robert Hale, a Fellow at Booz Allen. Mr. Hale previously served as DoD Comptroller and Chief Financial Officer from 2009 to 2014 and as Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Financial Management from 1994 to 2001.
The Honorable Kathleen Hicks, Director of the International Security Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. Dr. Hicks formerly served as Director for Policy Planning at the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy.
Retired Lt. General Jack Stultz, member of the Board of the VSE Corp., and former Chief of the U.S. Army Reserve. He also served as the Commanding General of the U.S. Army Reserve Command from 2006 to 2012.
Retired General J.D.Thurman served as the commander of the United Nations Command for the Republic of Korea, U.S. Combined Forces Command and U.S. Forces Korea from July 2011 until October 2013 and also commanded Army Forces Command from 2010 to 2011. 
