During my time as a citizen soldier | have been allotted
the opportunity to serve my country and live a civilian
life. As a service member | have deployed three times all
times very different from one another. The first time |
deployed I was a 21 year old kid and just finished my first
year of college. This deployment taught me the true
ability of the army national guard and their capabilities
myself and a company size of national guard soldiers
from my state and the surrounding states came together
and trained for a month together to be sent overseas to
attach a cav unit that was already there to provide base
security for FOB Kalsu in Irag. On my second
deployment to Iraq | learned the true meaning of sacrifice

and being a leader as a new mom to a four month old and



being a truck commander for a convoy security team. |
learned what other parents already knew from previous
deployments that as a national guard member you have
the benefits of being a soldier on the weekends and
having a regular 9 to 5 or to be a stay at home parent but
when it is your time to serve you have to be able to hug
your kid and put faith in your training and your comrades
that you will come home. My most recent deployment to
Afghanistan instilled in me the strength of the National
Guard ability to adapt and overcome. | was a team leader
for a public affairs team that was attached to the 3™
Infantry division and then OPCON to one of their
brigades in Zabul Province my two man team and myself

arrived there with very little equipment to effectively



communicate to our detachment at higher headquarter this
IS where we had to establishing working relationships
with the other national guard teams that were on the same
base to ensure we were able to effectively communicate
and publish our products in a timely manner. My time in
the service has also given me the opportunity to serve
stateside during a natural disaster in 2012 Hurricane
Isaac. | was able to be part of the public affairs team and
keep the public informed of the public of the mission and
partnership of the Mississippi National Guard. All of
these experiences have shown me how the members of
the Army National Guard are a ready force at a moment’s
notice whether to provide humanitarian relief stateside or

overseas but also ready to defend the United States from



afar in any overseas contingencies. As a National Guard
member | know the dedication that is required from us
and our families, we are to be ready to serve our country
from afar or near at a moment’s notice just as our Active
Duty counterparts are.

| know the commission has been put together to decide
what is best for the future of the Army as a whole. As a
National Guard member who has worked alongside active
duty members during my deployments | have seen that we
as guard members are just as capable and proficient in our
military professions as our active duty counterparts. This
does not go to say that we are better than them but it does
go to show that we are just as able and willing to be

civilians one day and the next have boots on ground ready



to stand beside our active duty and reserves counterparts
to defend and serve our nation.

My time in the guard has benefitted in myself and my
family in so many ways from their educational benefits
that helped me receive my bachelor’s degree without a
financial burden after graduation. | have also been
developed into a leader through Warrior Leadership
Course, Officer Candidate School and mentoring from my
peers and leadership the army’s standard to leadership has
also enabled me to be a leader in the civilian aspect of my
life from coaching to being a mother. The guard has also
taught me balance between being a civilian and a soldier.
The National Guard has not only been an asset to myself

and my family but it has a been a long standing asset to



the military and the country as ready willing fighting

force to defend our constitution.



